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Practical Considerations for Teaching Science with an Awareness of Equal 
Opportunities 
 
1.  As a teacher, be aware of the image of science you communicate. 
 
2. Check out your own behaviour. Do you respond differently to the same behaviour 
 from boys and from girls? How do you respond to pupils from ethnic minority 
 groups? Do you have different expectations from the students in your class? 
 
3. Is your language accessible to all the pupils in your group? 
 
4.  How many of your lessons are process-led? 
 
5.      Choose to illustrate scientific principles using a wide range of cultural contexts. 
 
6. Value and build on children’s own experiences. 
 
7.  Be prepared to challenge assumptions and ideas 
 
8.  Organise practical work in mixed groups if possible.  
 
9.     Address questions to specific children by name. 
 
10.  Choose students by name to come and help with demonstrations. 
 
11. Deal sensitively with wrong answers and difficulties. It might be an idea to have a 
 specific time for a “clinic”. 
 
12.  Encourage students to be self-reliant and think things through for themselves. 
 
13. Praise good ideas and neat work from all. 
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